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Population  in  1891  ...  ...  ...  4,270 

Ditto  estimated  to  the  middle 

of  1899  6,400 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,613 


TO  THE  BALBY-WITH-HEXTHORPE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

It  is  now  my  duty  to  present  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  for  1899. 

In  estimating  the  present  population  of  the  district  I Population, 
have  been  mainly  guided  by  the  li.st  of  houses  given  in 
Mr.  Jordan’s  rate  books.  I think  at  the  middle  of  1899 
the  population  was  about  6,400,  that  is  allowing  for  an 
increase  of  600  during  the  preceding  12  months.  It  is 
possible  that  I have  over-estimated  the  real  increase,  but  a 
very  large  number  of  new  houses  were  last  year  first  placed 
upon  the  rate  book  as  occupied. 
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Births. 


Deaths. 


Deaths  from 
Zymotic 
Diseases. 


Phthisis. 


The  births  rogisterod  in  1899  were  226,  <an  increase  of 
only  6 over  that  of  1898,  there  were  116  males  and  110 
females;  the  birth  rate  was  35'3  per  1,000.  That  rate 
is  lower  than  the  average  of  previous  years,  which  was  nearly 
equal  to  40  per  1,000. 

88  deaths  were  registered  in  the  Balby  and  Hexthorpe 
districts  last  year,  males  42,  females  46  ; 3 of  these  occurred 
at  the  hospital  and  being  strangers  are  deducted.  There 
is  one  to  be  added,  a death  at  the  Workhouse  of  one  who 
belong’d  to  Balby,  the  correct  number  is  equal  to  an  annual 
death  rate  of  13‘4  per  1,000.  Although  that  rate  is  higher 
than  in  1899,  yet  it  is  considerably  below  the  average  rate  of 
the  district  since  1891,  which  is  nearly  17  per  1,000. 


From  the  zymotic  list  of  diseases  there  were  14  deaths- 
6 were  caused  by  measles. 
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diarrhoea, 
scarlet  fever, 
enteric  fever, 
puerperal  fever, 
membranous  croup. 


The  death  rate  was  2 per  1,000  ; again  three-fourths 
of  these  deaths  were  among  children  from  measles  and 
diarrhoea.  Neither  of  these  diseases  are  notified,  and  at 
present  cases  of  measles  are  hardly  considered  or  treated  as 
infectious  at  many  houses ; diarrhoea,  altliough  prevalent 
during  hot  weather,  is  believed  to  be  more  directly  due  to 
the  stirring  up  or  increased  power  of  nuisances  caused  during 
hot  weather ; these  are  preventibie  and  more  detailed  sanitary 
work  in  getting  rid  of  things  offensive  does  lessen  the  cases 
of  diarrhoea. 


5 deaths  were  caused  by  phthisis  or  tubercle  of  the  lungs, 
aged  10,  19,  26,  28,  and  41  years.  A child  of  one  year  died 
from  tubercle  of  the  brain  ; deaths  from  tubercle  are  preventibie 
and  sanitary  works  in  the  past  have  greatly  lessened  these,  but 
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4 decaths  of  workers  while  in  the  prime  of  life  are  evidence  that 
there  is  need  for  further  efforts.  The  special  work  which  is 
helpful  to  meet  this  disease  is  to  protect  the  young  especially 
from  milk  which  may  be  given  by  cows  affected  by  tubercle, 
and  in  all  classes  to  secure  sufficient  air  space,  light,  and 
good  ventilation  for  both  dwellinghouses  and  workshops,  and 
also  to  provide  by  good  drainage  against  damp  unhealthy 
sites  for  such  dwellings. 

14  deaths  were  caused  by  diseases  of  the  lungs,  one 
half  of  these  were  children  under  5 years ; the  death  rate 
from  these  was  2 ’4,  or  including  those  from  tubercle  of  the 
lungs  it  was  3 '2  per  1,000,  that  is  less  than  the  average  rate 
of  previous  years. 

Two  deaths  were  registered  from  cancer,  aged  49  and 
59  years. 

Children  under  1 year  died  in  the  proportion  of 
115  among  every  1,000  registered  births,  that  is  considerably 
under  the  rate  during  1898,  which  was  150. 

Of  all  the  deaths  registered  in  1899,  47  per  cent,  were 
among  children  under  5 years  of  age  and  18  per  cent,  were 
among  aged  people  over  65  years. 

Five  deaths  were  returned  on  the  coroner’s  certificate 
three  were  cases  of  suicide  and  two  were  due  to  natural 
causes. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED. 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 


in  1898 

Scarlet  fever 8 

Enteric  fever  2 

Puerperal  fever  1 

Diphtheria  2 

Diphtheritic  croup  1 

Erysipelas 8 


Diseases  of  the 
Lungs. 


Deaths  at 
different  ages. 
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Measles. 


Hospitals  for 
Cases  of  Infec 
tioiis  Disease. 


Of  the  8 cases  of  scarlet  fever  6 were  treated  in  Carr 
House  hospital;  all  the  cases  recovered.  With  the  exception 
of  two  cases  reporte.l  in  January  last,  being  first  and  second 
cases  in  the  same  house,  all  the  others  were  single  cases  i^ 
separate  houses,  and  they  occurred  at  such  long  intervals  as 
to  lessen  the  suspicion  of  direct  infection.  The  death  from 
scarlet  fever  was  of  a patient  notified  in  1898. 

Two  cases  of  enteric  or  typhoid  fever  occurred  in 
the  autumn,  it  was  suspected  with  good  reasons  that  the 
disease  must  have  been  contracted  outside  the  district ; in 
neither  house  did  the  disease  spread,  nor  was  their  condition 
likely  to  cause  the  special  illness. 

Three  cases  were  notified  as  diphtheria,  diphtheritic 
croup  or  membranous  croup,  diseases  all  very  closely 
related  to  each  ether  ; in  none  was  there  a history  of  direct 
infection  ; the  nurse  of  one  patient  afterwards  suffered  from 
a bad  throat  but  was  not  notified. 

After  the  autumn  holidays  cases  of  measles  were 
very  prevalent  at  Hexthorpe,  it  was  decided  to  extend  the 
holidays  at  the  schools  there  for  a week  in  order  to  give 
the  children  recovering  more  time  to  get  rid  of  the  infection. 
I reported  to  the  Council  in  October  on  complaints  made 
as  to  cases  where  extreme  carelessness  was  shown  in  the 
care  of  children  ill  from  measles,  and  the  warning  given 
would  probably  do  good.  This  clLstrict  was  fortunate  in 
escaping  the  infection  of  small  pox  at  the  time  when  a few 
cases  occurred  in  Doncaster  and  otlier  towns  on  the  river 
Don.  The  agreement  with  the  Doncaster  Corporation 
whereby  hospital  accommodation  is  provided  for  all  c.ises 
of  infectious  disease,  including  small  pox,  relieves  this 
Council  and  district  of  all  anxiety  about  this  important 
matter,  and  the  good  results  of  the  treatment  at  the  ho.spitals 
should  encourage  the  parents  of  all  such  patients  to  allow 
them  to  be  removed  and  so  protect  the  other  members 
of  the  family, 
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SANITARY  WORK  OF  THE  YEAR. 

'I’he  water  suppl}'  i.s  being  more  and  more  obtained  Water  Supply, 
from  the  mains  of  the  Doncaster  Corporation,  not  only  for 
new  houses  as  they  are  built  but  for  old  houses  where  existing 
well  waters  are  found  to  be  unwholesome.  During  1899, 
water  was  laid  on  to  137  houses.  Of  H separate  well  waters 
analysed  last  year  6 were  certified  as  being  seriously  polluted. 

'I’he  attention  of  the  32  registered  milk  sellers  was  Cowsheds, 
called  to  the  regulations  Issued  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  with  regard  to  the  conditions  under  which  cows  are 
kept  and  the  need  for  more  air  space,  light,  and  ventilation 
in  the  cow  sheds,  and  also  to  ensure  that  every  precaution  is 
taken  to  prevent  any  disease  being  spread  by  the  milk.  A 
very  plain,  practical  lecture  was  given  on  these  matters  by 
Professor  Woodhead,  at  Leeds,  and  a copy  was  sent  to  each 
cowkeeper  on  the  register.  The  Council  have  agreed  that 
the  Inspector  shall  take  samples  of  milk  in  the  district,  these 
are  analysed  and  where  necessary  proceedings  are  taken  by  the 
West  Riding  County  Council. 

During  1899  tliere  vvere  not  so  many  plans  passed  streetMaking 
as  in  the  previous  year,  only  33  for  new  houses,  but  very 
^many  of  the  former,  153,  have  been  built  jand  occupied. 

Following  upon  that  work  the  new  streets  are  being  made, 
and  several  of  the  old  screets  have  been  paved,  better  foot- 
paths provided,  and  similar  work  is  in  progress  in  'other 
streets.  As  a necessary  part  of  that  work  efficient  sewers  are 
provided  both  for  sewage  and  surface  water,  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  houses  in  these  made  streets  are  drier  and  more 
healthy  habitations.  It  w.as  after  .such  works  had  been''com- 
pleted  that  it  was  found  that  deaths  from  phthisis  had  bean 
reduced  by  20  to  30  per  cent,  in  towns  in  many  differents 
parts  of  England  and  Wale.s. 

An  inquiry  was  held  in  September  to  obtain  sanction 
for  borrowing  money  for  a new  sewer  required  tor  the  new 
workhouse  which  is  nearing  completion. 
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Sewage  Farm. 


Scavenging. 


Slaughter 

Houses. 


Mortuary. 


Through  the  work  of  a sub-committee  considerable 
improvements  have  been  effected  at  the  sewage  farm,  a new 
engine  has  been  obtained,  the  sewage  can  now  be  entirely  and 
readily  pumped  from  the  tank  and  distributed  for  the  first 
time  over  the  whole  area  of  the  sewage  grounds.  Some 
improvements  were  made  at  the  sewer  in  Kelham  Street, 
whereby  a better  fall  was  obtained  for  the  lower  portion. 

Complaints  were  made  that  the  work  of  removing 
the  ashpit  refuse  was  not  being  carried  out  according  to  the 
contract,  but  the  Council  required  that  the  work  should  be 
done  in  a systematic  house-to-house  manner  as  was  first 
agreed  upon. 

The  Council  after  having  considered,  adopted  a 
series  of  bye-laws  for  slaughter  houses,  these  have  since 
received  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Many  inquiries  have  been  made  as  to  the  most  suit- 
able sites  for  a urinal  at  Balby  and  at  Hexthorpe  ; one  was 
fixed  upon  at  Balby  and  a drain  laid  but  the  proposal  to  make 
an  underground  one  at  Hexthorpe  was  not  carried. 

The  Council  are  also  considering  the  best  situation 
for  a public  mortuary,  this  building  is  especially  required  in 
a railway  and  manufacturing  district  as  both  Balby  and 
Hexthorpe  are. 

'I'here  is  a near  prospect  of  further  extensive  develop- 
ments in  the  district,  new  railways  are  projected  and  new 
estates  are  to  be  laid  out  as  building  sites. 

* A certificate  was  given  for  three  houses  as  being  unfit 
for  human  habitation  owing  to  serious  sanitary  defects  ; it 
was  also  necessary  to  serve  notices  to  abate  overcrowding  in 
others. 
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Further  details  of  nuisances  abated,  &c.,  are  given 
in  the  following  table  prepared  by  the  _ Inspector. 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

J.  MITCHELL  WILSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Balby,  17th  January,  1900. 
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List  of  Work  Completed  and  Nuisances  Abated 

in  1899. 

Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  197 

Nuisances  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Defective  Sewers  Relaid  ...  ...  ...  10  yards 

Defective  house  drains  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Gullies  fixed  instead  of  iron  traps  ...  ...  ...  7 

Surface  water  drains  re-laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  spouts  and  rain-water  conductors  repaired...  2 
Number  of  houses  supplied  with  water  from  the  Don- 
caster water  mains  in  1899  ...  ..  137 

Wells  closed,  water  not  being  wholesome  ...  ...  8 

Samples  of  well  water  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Plans  passed  for  "new  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

„ „ „ other  buildings  ...  ..  ...  11 

Overcrowding  in  houses  abated  ...  ...  ...  2 

Filthy  houses  cleansed...  ...  ...  ..  1 

Privies  and  ashpits  covered  in 'and ’repaired...  ...  12 

Cowsheds  and  dairies  registered  ...  ...  ...  32 

Bakehouses  do.  2 

Nuisance  from  back  passage  yard  abated  ...  ...  2 

Other  nuisances  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious  diseases  ...  11 

GEORGE  GLEDHILL, 


Inspector  and  Surveyor. 


Table  of  Deaths  during  iht  year  1899,  in  the  Bnlby  and  Hexthnrpe  Urban  District  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages 
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The  “ Notification  of  Infectio  i Disease  ” is  compulsory  in  the  District  since  14th  September,  1896. 

The  name  of  the  Isolation  Hospitals  us  by  the  sick  of  the  District  are  Carr  House  in  the  Borojgh  of  Doncaster,  and 

he  Hospital  for  Small-pox  in  Balby. 
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Balby  and  Hexthorpe 

Names  of  Localities 

adopted  for  the 

purpose  of  these 

Statistics ; public 

institutions  being 

shown  as  separate 

localities. 

4270 

4270 

Census,  189L 

Population  at 
all  Ages. 

6400 

6400 

i 

Estimated  to 

1 middle  of  1899. 
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Registered  Births. 

X'nder  5 

5 upwds. 

Under  5 
5 upwds. 

1 

Aged 
under  5 
' or 
over  5. 
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Smallpox. 

New  Cases  of  Sickness  in  each 
locality,  coming  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health _ 
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Scarlatina. 

h-i 

Diphther  ia 

M : 

Membranous 
Croup . 

1 

Typhus 

■SJ8A0J  1 

to 

to 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid 

Continued. 

Relapsing. 

l-i 

1 Puerperal. 

1 Cholera. 

00 

00 

1 Erysipelas, 

• 

1 Smallpox. 

Number  of  such  Cases  removed  from 
their  Homes  in  the  several  localtiesfor 
treatment  in  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

5J,  1 Scirlatina. 
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Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  New  Cases  of  Infections  Sickness,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical 
Ojfficer  of  Health,  ditring  the  year  1899,  in  the  Balby  and  Hexthorpe  Urban  District ; 
classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


